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GPCC  
Mission Statement  

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding 
areas.  

PPL Electric Utilities Bringing Automated Grid Technology to Monroe 
County Next Year 

PPL Electric Utilities plans to bring automated grid technology to Monroe County next year, a $10 
million project that will improve the reliability of electric service to 70,000 customers. 
 
Design and engineering work completed this year will open the way for the installation of 230 auto-
mated devices on 52 distribution circuits as well as upgrades to 16 area electric substations, mainly 
in Monroe County. The bulk of the construction work will be performed between March and Novem-
ber of 2013, with full benefits in place in 2014. 
 
The automated distribution system will sense where a problem occurs on the line, such as a fallen 
tree, animal contact or vehicle accident, and automatically reroute power from other lines - all in a 
matter of moments so that the majority of customers only experience a momentary interruption. It 
will also help crews to identify the location of the damage, eliminating the time normally spent on 
inspecting lines that can be miles long. 
 
"We targeted Monroe County for this project because we believe it's an area where automation would 
have the most benefits, in terms of improving reliability for our customers," said Paul Canevari, 
PPL's regional community relations director for the Pocono region. "Our goal is to reduce the number 
of outages and outage length. With improved reliability, we hope to better satisfy our customers in 
the area."                                                                                                                                                                                             (cont’d on page 7) 



PAGE 2  IMPACT VOLUME 42 , NO. 1  

     Page 2 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    January 2013 
                   Calendar of Events 
 
January 7…...……Business Card Exchange  
                                 5:30 p.m.- Siamsa’s Irish Pub -  
      Stroudsburg 
January 8………....West End Committee  
                                 8:00 a.m.– Western Pocono Community 
                                 Library - Brodheadsville 
January 8………...Women In Business Luncheon 
                                 Noon – Peppe’s Bistro - E. Stroudsburg 
January 9………...Econ.Dev./Transportation Committee 
                                 8:00 a.m.– GPCC 
January 14…….….Education Committee 
                                 11:00 a.m.  – GPCC 
January 17…….....Expo Committee 
                                 8:00 a.m.– GPCC 
January 18………..Leadership Pocono 
                                 8:00 a.m.– GPCC 
January 25……....Environmental Committee 
                                 8:00 a.m.– GPCC 
January 28……….Finance Committee 
                                 7:45 a.m.  – GPCC 
January 28……….Executive Committee 
                                 8:15 a.m.  – GPCC 
January 29…….....Board of Directors  
                                 8:30 a.m.  –  ESU Innovation Center -  
                                 East Stroudsburg 
 
                                  

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 
 
PPL Corporation announced today a $20,000 contribu-
tion to Pocono Alliance’s Tax to the Max for Kids Cam-
paign. The donation was made under the Pennsylvania 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program.  

Pocono Alliance’s mission is to improve the quality of life 
in Monroe County by identifying human service needs and 
working towards solutions. The funds targeted for Pocono 
Alliance will offer tuition assistance to children from finan-
cially eligible families wishing to attend approved Key-
stone STAR pre-school facilities. This “Win-Win” campaign 
allows businesses like PPL Corporation to invest their tax 
dollars in their local community and future workforce.  
“Through PPL Corporation’s generous contribution, we can 
continue to see that every child has the opportunity to live 
a healthy, safe and meaningful life,” said Michael Tukeva, 
Executive Director. The Tax to the Max for Kids Campaign 
is a unique opportunity for businesses to use their tax dol-
lars, which they need to pay regardless, to benefit the chil-
dren of their community. “Pocono Alliance is very grateful 
for PPL Corporation’s participation. This is the single larg-
est contribution to the Tax to the Max Program” said John 
Koczwara, Pocono Alliance Board President and Vice-
President of Pennstar Bank.  
 
PPL Corporation is proud to be a supporter of Pocono Alli-
ance. “PPL strongly applauds the efforts of the Pocono Alli-
ance as they develop programs that help the youth of our 
community start their life on the right path through qual-
ity early learning,” said Paul Canevari, PPL Corporation 
Pocono Regional Community Relations Director. State 
Representative Mario Scavello, who helped connect Pocono 
Alliance to PPL Corporation, added, “Pocono Alliance and 
PPL are two organizations that serve the community. We 
need to see more collaboration between non-profits and 
businesses. They have the right idea.”  

Sponsorships Available 
for 2013! 

Please contact  
Pat Metzgar at the  

Chamber at 570.421.4433 to find 
out which sponsorships fit your 

needs! 

From left to right: Michael Tukeva, Pocono Alliance, Executive Director; 
Paul Canevari, PPL Corporation, Pocono Regional Community Relations 

Director; and John Koczwara, Pocono Alliance Board President and  
Pennstar Bank, Vice-President.  
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Any business that pays any of the following taxes are eligi-
ble to participate in the Pre-K Scholarship Program: Cor-
porate Net Income Tax, Capital Stock Franchise Tax, 
Bank & Trust Company Shares Tax, Title Insurance Com-
pany Shares Tax, Mutual Thrift Institutions Tax, Personal 
Income Tax of S Corporation, Shareholders or partners in 
a general or limited partnership. Businesses can complete 
and submit an application (only on page) to the PA Depart-
ment of Community and Economic Development (DCED) 
each year. Applications are available at www.newpa.com. 
For more information call (717) 787-7120 or email ra-
eitc@state.pa.us. Businesses that are interested in sup-
porting the Pocono Alliance can contact Michael Tukeva, 
Executive Director.  
 
 
The Inn at Pocono Manor  has announced the comple-
tion of a $5 million renovation of the historic resort’s main 
lodge, which originally opened 110 years ago.  Renovations 
included comprehensive new floor, wall and window treat-
ments for the building’s large and original upper and lower 
lobbies, event and meeting rooms, the historic restaurant, 
the resort’s popular Lamplighter Lounge, and all 190 main 
lodge guestrooms.   Lisa Green, general manager, made 
the announcement. 
 
“I am so pleased to announce our renovation is complete, 
and we think quite successful,” said Ms. Green.  “Our goal 
was to remain true to The Inn’s 110 year heritage of hospi-
tality.  A century ago, this was a resort where guests could 
get away from the city, reconnect with nature and their 
loved ones, and renew.”  Green continued with, “We think 
we’ve restored that sense of nature and serenity, and now 
have a main lodge that complements this with comfort and 
beauty, and which is true to the period in which it opened.” 
 
With the completion of the renovation program, the main 
lodge at The Inn at Pocono Manor has been aesthetically 
unified.  Rich new furnishings and lighting fixtures that 
restore the character, luster and charm of the late Victo-
rian Era are set against a color palette of soft green, blue 
and deep burgundy hues.  Massive fieldstone fireplaces in 
both lobbies and in the restaurant were reopened after 
being closed off decades ago, once again welcoming guests 
with the warm glow of the hearth.   
 
Probably the most dramatic space immerging from the 
renovation is the historic and vast dining room that was 
added to the lodge in the 1920s.  During the renovation, 
original hardwood flooring was rediscovered and restored. 
Massive columns that define the room were transformed 
from monochromatic megaliths into brilliant gold sentries, 
welcoming guests and beckoning them into the breathtak-
ingly beautiful spacerooms of that period were imposing by 
their size, the room was  with glorious mountain views.  As 
hotel dining softened with yards and yards of rich fabric 
draperies drawn to each column to suggest space and yet 
intimacy.  The room’s large stone fireplace was restored 
and reopened.   
 
Multiple historic photographs telling the story of the Inn’s 
century of hospitality have been matted & framed, and 

placed in public areas of property as well as in guest-
rooms.  “This is one of the most commented on aspects of 
the renovation,” continued Ms. Green.  “Our guests are so 
enjoying seeing the resort’s history come alive through the 
photographs that have been incorporated into our new 
décor.” 
 
To celebrate the completion of the renovation and to high-
light the immense artistic talent in the Poconos, The Inn 
hosted an art competition recently, and the three winning 
artworks were purchased by the resort and installed in the 
main lodge. 
 
The late Victorian interior design theme was carried 
through each of the main lodge’s 190 guestrooms and 
baths as well, utilizing dramatic new furniture beautifully 
milled and finished to suggest circa 1902.   Guest baths 
were enhanced with period-style lighting fixtures and 
paver tile wall finishes typical of luxury bathrooms of the 
era.  Rich new linens accessorize both the guestrooms and 
baths.  
In keeping with the historically-focused year at The Inn at 
Pocono Manor, the property celebrated the Centennial of 
its East Course this past summer.  The unique Classic Era 
course, with design contributions by both Donald Ross and 
William Flynn, is balanced by the resort’s West Course, 
which was designed by George Fazio as a modern comple-
ment to the East Course's classic-era routing and style. 
 
For more information and photography of the comprehen-
sive renovation program of the main lodge at The Inn at 
Pocono Manor, and for reservations, contact 800-233-8150 / 
570-839-7111, or visit www.poconomanor.com.  
 
 
Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort helped make the holidays 
special by hosting the First annual Holiday celebration for 
Pocono Alliance’s Getting Ahead class on December 20. 
The celebration was attended by the fifteen fami-

lies enrolled in this new program. The resort even man-
aged to get Santa to distribute toys to the program's 40 

Getting Ahead Holiday Dinner with Santa and Kids 
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children a few days early.  
 
Getting Ahead is an educational program designed to fa-
cilitate the change that a family must go through in order 
to move toward economic stability and a life of self-
sufficiency. Also in attendance during the celebration were 
many of the volunteers that are helping to make this pro-
gram a success. Toys for the children were donated by a 
number of individuals and community organizations.  
 
“We at Pocono Alliance are very grateful for the support 
and donations that the community has provided, in order 
to assist those who are working very hard to improve their 
lives and make socioeconomic changes in their lives. We 
are especially grateful to Shawnee Inn for making our first 
holiday dinner such a success” said Bridges Out of Poverty 
Director Arthur Piancone. 
 
For more information on the Getting Ahead program, con-
tact Arthur Piancone at 570-517-3953 or visit 
www.PoconoAlliance.org. 
  
 
The local office of Home Instead Senior Care would like 
to thank all of the members of the chamber and the com-
munity for their participation in the Be a Santa to a Sen-
ior® program.  This is the third year that the program has 
taken place to help needy seniors in the area.  “Seniors 
faced with medical bills and the high cost of living can find 

they have little left at the end of the year,” said Bob Vielee, 
owner of the Home Instead Senior Care office serving Mon-
roe County.  “That’s not the only issue, though. Personal 
needs may become magnified for so many living alone with 
no one to share their problems.” 
 
Through the generous participation from local merchants 
that hosted Christmas trees, this was a tremendous bene-
fit to the overall success of the program.  Local merchants 
included Peebles, the Western Pocono Community Library, 
Mount Pocono Wal-Mart, Shawnee Ridge, the Hampton 
Inn and Walgreens in Stroudsburg.  Members of the cham-
bers’ Women in Business also participated at their lunch-

eon on December 11th by donating gifts.  Odd Lot in Mar-
shalls Creek donated the wrapping paper and tape while 
Shawnee Ridge hosted the gift wrapping party that was 
held on December 14th.   “Helping a needy older adult can 
bring fulfillment to the giver as well as the receiver – it 
does make a difference,” Vielee said.  Gifts that were do-
nated was mostly necessities such as toiletries, socks, 
blankets and pajamas.  Through the efforts of volunteers, 
the community was able to bring joy to the lives of more 
than 350 seniors in Monroe County.     

 
Pocono Services for 
Families and Children 
has named Chris Grape-
Garvey of Henryville as its 
new community resources 
coordinator. The an-
nouncement was made by 
PSFC Executive Director 
Tim Lee.  
 
Grape-Garvey has a 
wealth of experience in 
community outreach, vol-
unteer development, mar-
keting and special events. 
She most recently was 
communications and com-
munity outreach director 

for the United Way of Monroe County, where she worked 
for the last six years. 
 
“We are thrilled to have Chris join our team,” Lee said. 
“Besides her expertise in communications, she has a 
strong background in fundraising.  She has solid relation-
ships with so many people in our county’s nonprofit, educa-
tion and business sectors.” 
 
Lee said Grape-Garvey will be instrumental in PSFC’s 
new role with the Local Education and Resource Network 
(LEARN), which will involve disseminating information to 
the early childhood learning community. Community out-
reach through LEARN will focus on child care providers/
practitioners, parents and families.  
Grape-Garvey’s responsibilities will include volunteer re-
cruitment and coordinating special events such as the an-
nual dinner, golf outing and Family Fun Day. She will be 
in charge of the agency’s upgraded website, social media, 
and an e-newsletter. 
 
Besides her experience with United Way, Grape-Garvey 
previously worked as an account executive and chief copy-
writer for Gallagher and Gallagher in Stroudsburg, a full-
service advertising and public relations firm. She was a 
freelance writer for the Pocono Record and a reporter with 
the Star-Ledger and NJN Publishing. Her education back-
ground includes working as a teacher’s aide with Colonial 
Intermediate Unit 20.  
 
An alumna of the 2008 Class of Leadership Pocono, Grape-
Garvey holds a B.A. in communications, summa cum 

Chris Grape-Garvey 

Be a Santa to a Senior Program participators at Women in Business   
Holiday Luncheon 



laude, from William Paterson University. She has taken 
graduate courses in education at East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity. 
 
Her community involvement includes six years of service 
on the advisory board of the Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program of Monroe County, from 2006 to 2011. She wrote 
a column for RSVP in Sage and Dignity for many years. A 
member of First Presbyterian Church in Stroudsburg, she 
teaches Sunday School and previously coached soccer with 
the Pocono Mountain Youth Soccer Association. 
 
Grape-Garvey has lived in Pocono Township for 24 years. 
She and her husband, Steve Garvey, have two daughters, 
Jillian and Erin. 
 
The mission of Pocono Services for Families and Children 
is to provide resources for the evolving needs of community 
children and families, in support of efforts to achieve their 
goals. PSFC provides supportive services for at-risk young 
children and their families in Monroe County, with a goal 
of promoting success in school and life. The nonprofit 
agency is celebrating 47 years of service in 2012 and con-
tinues to expand services and implement new programs. 
PSFC has centers in East Stroudsburg, Coolbaugh Town-
ship and Brodheadsville, as well as classrooms at JM Hill, 
Resica Elementary and Middle Smithfield Elementary.  
 
PSFC is accredited by the National Academy of Early 
Childhood Programs (NAEYC). For more information, visit 
www.psfc.org or call 570-421-2711. 
 

 
The Inn at Pocono 
Manor has appointed 
Robert Baldassari direc-
tor of sales & marketing 
for the historic prop-
erty.  The Inn, which 
opened in 1902, is the 
longest continuously 
operating resort in the 
Pocono Mountains and 
one of the oldest in 
North America.  Lisa 
Green, general man-
ager, made the an-
nouncement. 
 
“It is a pleasure to wel-
come Robert to The Inn 
at Pocono Manor,” said 

Ms. Green.  “He brings extensive experience within the 
Poconos region to his new role, and important business 
contacts that will make a difference in developing new 
business for our resort.  We look forward to his leadership 
of the sales and marketing operations, and to his contribu-
tions to our future success.” 
 
Robert Baldassari was most recently director of sales and 
marketing for Skytop Lodge, located in Skytop, Pennsyl-
vania, a position he held since 1994.  During this period, 
Mr. Baldassari also served as vice president of Resort Mar-
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keting Partners, a subsidiary of Skytop Lodge.  Prior to 
this appointment, he was assistant manager and confer-
ence services manager for Skytop Lodge. 
 
Mr. Baldassari has held managerial positions for a number 
of properties in the Poconos region, including Mount Airy 
Lodge.  He is a graduate of the University of Bridgeport, in 
Connecticut, where he earned his Bachelors Degree.  Bal-
dassari is the winner of the Pocono Mountains Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 2012 Gail V. Sterrett Marketer of the 
Year Award.  Baldassari has also won numerous Adrian & 
Golden Bell advertising awards from the Hospitality Sales 
and Marketing Association International. 
 
Robert Baldassari is a member of the Pennsylvania Society 
of Association Executives, Meeting Professionals Interna-
tional, the Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association In-
ternational, and is the former Convention Committee 
Chairman of the Pocono Mountain Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau.  He has been an invited speaker at The 
School of Hotel Administration at Cornell University.  He 
resides in Canadensis, Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Catholic Social Services of Monroe County will host 
its 11th Annual Benefit for Shepherd’s Maternity Home on 
Sunday, February 10, 2013, at Stroudsmoor Country Inn 
in Stroudsburg.  
 
Shepherd’s Maternity Home provides shelter and caring 
for non-denominational homeless pregnant women and 
their babies.  This event will begin at 2 p.m. with a social 
hour featuring hors d’oeurves, cash bar, and silent auction. 
Dinner will begin at 3 p.m. along with dancing accompa-
nied by DJ Joe Franzo. Photography will be provided by 
Joe Sukenick of DigiQuest. This year’s Honoree is Mary E. 
Trickel, LCHS, retired Vice President of Finance and Op-
erations for Middlesex College and member of the CSS 
Advisory Board for Monroe County. Reservations are re-
quired. For further information, call 570-855-3271.  
 
 
 
More than 85 percent of Pocono Health System (PHS) 
employees have been vaccinated against the seasonal flu. 
The comprehensive Influenza Vaccination Program began 
in early October. The goal of the program is to achieve 90% 
or higher immunization rate for all employed staff, creden-
tialed medical staff, volunteers, and contracted workers.  
 
“Our vaccination program has always been about carrying 
out our mission of providing world class care close home, 
said Kathleen E. Kuck, President and CEO of Pocono 
Health System/Pocono Medical Center. “It is a wonderful 
achievement for our organization to be at 85 percent since 
we did not mandate anyone to receive the vaccine. Our 
affiliates understand clearly that our patients’ health is 
our first priority.”  
 
The Joint Commission based on the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) recommendations, has made the reduction 
of influenza transmission from health care professional to 
patients a top priority in the United States. The facts from 

      Page 5 

Robert Baldassari 
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the CDC reveal that each year, influenza results in an esti-
mated 226,000 hospital admissions and 36,000 deaths. The 
influenza vaccination is the single most effective way to 
prevent influenza infection, and OSHA has also joined the 
CDC in recommending that all health care personnel re-
ceive the vaccine.  
 
Education sessions were also held for team members to 
learn more about influenza and the vaccination. PHS’ ef-
forts to reach their goal will continue.  
 
 
Pocono Health Foundation and The Rotary Club of the 
Smithfields held their annual Holiday Tree Lighting Cere-
mony on November 27, 2012, which awarded non-profit 

agencies grants that will improve the lives of children in 
the community. This year, the Holiday Tree Lighting 
funded eight organizations in the total amount of over 
$7,000 dollars. Those recipients are: Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters of the Bridge: Monroe County, Center of Vision 
Loss, Melon’s Gift Inc., Pocono Alliance, Pocono Area Tran-
sitional Housing (PATH), Pocono Family YMCA, Pocono 
Services for Families and Children, Youth Infusion Inc. 
 
“We always look forward to the holiday season here at Po-
cono Medical Center as it gives us an opportunity to work 
alongside the Rotary Club of the Smithfields in giving back 
to our community,” says Kathleen E. Kuck, President & 
CEO of Pocono Health System/Pocono Medical Center. 
 
The Pocono Health Foundation Grant Committee selected 
this year’s recipients based on a competitive grant review 
process. One of the recipients, Melon’s Gift, Inc, created a 
program called Kan-Dou: Kids & Dogs Unite which is a 
six-week after school program that helps bullied or at-risk 
bullied teenagers ages 14-18 to train shelter dogs in the 
event that the dogs would be more likely to become 
adopted and bullied teenagers gain confidence, assertive-
ness, and become less of a target to bullies within the 
schools and/or community. Kan-Dou: Kids & Dogs Unite is 

essential to the community by reducing the likelihood of 
teenagers participating in self destructing activities such 
as alcohol and drug use to cope with their feelings and 
pain.  
The Pocono Health Foundation and Rotary Club of the 
Smithfields raises funds by the sale of red, green, and 
white holiday bulbs in memory or in honor of a special per-
son. The bulbs can be purchased by calling the Pocono 
Health Foundation at (570) 476-3530. Individuals can 
learn more about the Pocono Health Foundation by visit-
ing PoconoHealthFoundation.org.   
 

 
Peter J. Danchak, president 
of PNC Bank, Northeast 
PA, recently announced 
that Theresa Yocum has 
joined PNC Bank.    
 
Yocum is vice president and 
banking services advisor in 
PNC’s wealth management 
group for the Pocono region. 
She is a graduate of 
Bloomsburg University 
where she earned a bache-
lors degree in business ad-
ministration and market-
ing. Yocum also attended 
the PBA School of Commer-

cial Lending at Bucknell 
University. She is a member 

of the board of directors for the Greater Pocono Chamber 
of Commerce, Pleasant Valley High School Educational 
Foundation, Pocono Workforce Investment Board, Monroe 
County Planning Commission and the Pocono Health 
Foundation.  
 
She resides in Brodheadsville with her two children Brad 
and Kelsey. 
 
 
Reservations are now being taken for East Stroudsburg 
University of Pennsylvania’s sixteenth annual Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Celebration Breakfast which will be 
held on Monday, January 21, 2013 at 8 a.m. in the Key-
stone Room in ESU’s Center for Hospitality Management.  
The breakfast is one of the largest community events in-
tended to honor Dr. King and his philosophy of non-
violence, equality, justice, cultural diversity, and respect 
for humanity.  The theme of this year’s breakfast is “true 
peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the pres-
ence of justice.”  The event is open to the general public.  
Cost of a reservation is $30 per person and $8 for ESU 
students with all proceeds to benefit the Gertrude Mary 
Smith Boddie Scholarship Fund. 

 
The keynote speaker for this year’s event is Professor 
Charles Jones, J.D., retired professor of law from Rutgers                                                                      
University. Professor Jones will share his experiences of  
 
                                                                         (cont’d on page 8) 
 

Theresa Yocum 

(l-r): Larry Clark, President of the Rotary Club of the Smithfields, Beth 
Moses, Melon’s Gift, Inc., Kathy Kuck, President/CEO Pocono Health 

System. 



Charles Jones, J.D., retired professor of law from Rutgers                                                                          

(cont’d from front cover) 
 
Historically, customers in the Pocono region have experienced more outages of longer duration than 
the average PPL customer. This is partly due to the wooded and mountainous terrain in the region, 
Canevari said. "Our power lines pass through many heavily forested areas in northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. When tree limbs fall on wires and poles, the new automated devices will detect situations like 
this and automatically reroute power around downed lines," said Canevari. "So, we believe we'll have 
fewer customers affected by outages and shorter duration interruptions." 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
(Learn about smart grid technology by viewing the "Strengthening Our Delivery System" video at 
www.pplelectric.com/smartgrid or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxRVYhPthJ4  

  
What it is and how it works 
  
Typically, if a tree falls on a distribution line, power isn't restored until the outage has been reported, 
crews have opened switches at both ends of the affected section, the tree is removed and the switches 
are closed. 
In the event of a local interruption, the grid sensors can detect the fault and automatically send en-
ergy to another circuit serving the area. Customers could be back online within minutes. By compari-
son, it might take a field crew an hour or more to patrol the line, identify the problem and reroute 
power to another circuit before fixing the line. 
 
The technology that makes this possible can be compared to a brain, a body and a nervous system 
that connects the two.  
 
♦ The "brain" is a new distribution management system that is made up of many operating pro-

grams that constantly monitor and analyze power flow and can automatically take action in cer-
tain situations. The system's capabilities can also be used on areas of PPL Electric Utilities' deliv-
ery network that do not yet have smart grid devices installed. 

♦ The "body" is the collection of hundreds of remote switches, relays, sensors and other devices that 
gather information from local circuits and can respond or act based on remote commands from the 
utility control center. 

♦ The "nervous system" is high-speed communications equipment that enables communication be-
tween system operators and our substations and devices in the field. 

 
PPL Electric Utilities is investing $3.6 billion over five years to upgrade its transmission and distribu-
tion systems as part of an ongoing, long-term commitment to replace aging infrastructure and mod-
ernize its systems, improve operations, and strengthen reliability for customers. 
  
PPL Smart Grid pilot 
In 2009, PPL Electric Utilities designed its "smart grid" pilot project in Dauphin and Cumberland 
counties around Harrisburg to benefit approximately 60,000 customers. The three-year, $40 million 
project, supported with a federal stimulus grant, became the basis for the second phase of smart grid 
deployment in the Pocono region. The Harrisburg project involved installation of about 500 automated 
devices along local distribution circuits, upgrades at 10 area substations, and construction of dedi-
cated wireless and fiber optic communications systems.  
PPL Electric Utilities, a subsidiary of PPL Corporation (NYSE: PPL), provides electric delivery ser-
vices to about 1.4 million customers in Pennsylvania and consistently ranks among the best compa-
nies for customer service in the United States. More information is available at www.pplelectric.com. 
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LEADS WANTED!!!! 
 

If you are aware of a new or existing 
business in the Greater Pocono region 
that might be interested in learning 

more about the various benefits of cham-
ber membership, please contact Patricia 

Metzgar or  
pmetzgar@greaterpoconochamber.com. 

 

(cont’d from page 6) 
 
working with Dr. King on voter registration cases in Ala-
bama while an attorney with the NAACP Legal Defense  
Fund from 1965-66.  During this time Jones also tried                                                                                 
federal civil rights cases and argued appeals in the areas 
of school desegregation, housing segregation, voting rights 
and demonstrations, public housing and equalization of 
municipal services.  
 
Another highlight of the event will be the announcement of 
the 2013 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Awards, which will be 
presented to one member of the ESU community and one 
member of the community-at-large.  Nominations for these 
awards are being accepted through December 7. Forms are 
available online at www.esu.edu/mlk, or by visiting The 
Pocono Record (511 Lenox Street, Stroudsburg, Pa.) or 
ESU’s Henry A. Alumni Center (Smith Street, East 
Stroudsburg, Pa.).   ESU candidates must be currently 
employed by the university as a faculty member, staff 
member, administrator, and/or must be currently enrolled 
as a student for at least two full-time semesters with a 
minimum grade point average of 2.5.  Candidates from the 
community must be current residents who are active in the 
local community. All nominations must include a short 
biography of the candidate and three letters of recommen-
dation. 
 
During the breakfast, ESU will announce student recipi-
ents of the Boddie Scholarships, awarded to undergradu-
ate students of color at ESU.  In 1904 Ms. Boddie was the 
first African American student to graduate from what was 
then known as East Stroudsburg State Normal School and 
ultimately became East Stroudsburg University in 1983. 
As a result of the breakfast, two Boddie Scholarship 
awardees will each receive a $2,950 scholarship award for 
the spring 2013 semester.  
 
High school students from the Pocono Region will also be 
featured at the breakfast as part of the Julianna V. Bolt 
Art Contest that takes place each year.  These awards are 
presented to local high school students for their submis-
sions of artwork that depict Dr. King and the breakfast’s 
theme each year.  Students from area high schools includ-
ing East Stroudsburg High School South, East Strouds-
burg High School North, Stroudsburg High School, Pleas-
ant Valley High School, and Pocono Mountain High School 
East are invited to participate. 
 
For more information about the Celebration Breakfast or 
for special accommodations, contact Cornelia Sewell-Allen, 
coordinator for multicultural affairs, at (570) 422-3896 or 
email at csewell@esu.edu.  Breakfast organizers are also 
asking regional business organizations to consider becom-
ing a sponsor of this community event. For more informa-
tion visit www.esufoundation.org/mlksponsorship or con-
tact Angela Beers at 570-422-3179 or 
abeers@esufoundation.org.   
 
 
Frailey Insurance and Financial Services honors Na-
tional Socks for the Homeless Day.  What better way to 
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start the new year than by giving back to the community.  
In conjunction with The Salvation Army (Monroe County), 
Frailey Insurance and Financial Services are collecting 
socks for the homeless.  Socks should be new; men, women 
and children sizes in various colors are needed.  The collec-
tion starts January 1 through February 8, 2013, and can 
be dropped off at their office on Route 611.  The socks will 
be distributed by the Salvation Army (Monroe County).  
The event is being coordinated by the Frailey team, pri-
marily Peggie Livingston, office manager, and Edward 
James Smith, shelter director, at the Salvation Army 
(Monroe County).   
 
Tom Costello, founder of the Joy of Sox, says “Many of the 
foot-related afflictions from which homeless people suffer – 
swelling, blisters, skin infections, even frostbite – can be 
avoided by wearing new, dry socks.  But because socks 
generally aren’t included in charitable clothing donations, 
most people in need go without them.”  He actually per-
suaded the Pennsylvania State Senate to recognize Febru-
ary 14 as National Socks for the Homeless Day. 
 
“We are helping the homeless get off on the right foot. 
There are more than 14,000 homeless in Pennsylvania.  If 
our acts of kindness can assist the needy, we’ve accom-
plished our goal.  I encourage anyone to stop in and donate 
a pair (s) of socks,” says Livingston. 
 
Michael J. Frailey, a registered representative of Nation-
wide Securities, LLC, encourages his team to continue 
their “community service” events.  “Service to others is a 
natural extension of our every day work and this event is a 
positive way we help the less fortunate.  It is people help-
ing people,” states Frailey. 
 
If you would like more information about our event, you 
may contact Peggie at Peggie@Fraileyinsurance.com or 
570 421-7447 x230. 
 
 



Business Card Exchange 
 
The Bushkill Inn and Conference Center hosted a fabulous 
Holiday Mixer at their facility in December.  The food se-
lections were outstanding, from the carving stations, pasta 
stations, and best of all the crepes! Adding to the ambiance 
of the holiday season, music was provided by Tom Ricco-
bono.  Afterwards, attendees were given an opportunity to 
tour their newly renovated facility. To schedule your next 
event, contact them at 570-431-5202. 

 
 

Steven Harper from Strategic Crisis Solutions and Mi-
chelle Pinnock Harper from High Impact Writing Solu-
tions were the sponsors.   
 
Mr. Harper talked about being prepared for a crisis and 
how his company can help you.  For more information on 
what he offers, you can contact him at 888-502-3099 or  
visit his website at www.strategiccrisissolutions.com. 
 
Michelle Pinnock Harper from High Impact Writing Solu-
tions provides professionally written resumes, grant pro-
posals and related support services and documents. For 
more information, contact Michelle at 570-424-0674, or 
visit her website at www.highimpactwritingsolutions.com. 

Women In Business Luncheon 
The December Women in Business luncheon, sponsored by 
National Bank of PA, was held at the Inn at Pocono 
Manor. The luncheon featured a “Shoppers Showcase” fea-
turing different vendors with great gift ideas, and the tra-
ditional Ornament Exchange with Santa in attendance to 
hand out the ornaments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank the following vendors who partici-
pated in the Shoppers Showcase: Devereux, Lesh’s 
Leather, Mary Kay, Massage Academy of the Poconos, 
Maximum Jewelry Design, Med Express, Mountain View 
Vineyard, Pocono Gold Discount Card, and Silver Arrow 
Gallery & Gift Shop. We would also like to thank Ken 
Schurman of VIP Studios for taking photos at the event.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The January luncheon will be held at Peppe’s Bistro and is 
being sponsored by Keystone Financial Management.  The 
topic “New Year, New You: Eating Healthy for Increased 
Productivity is being presented by Lindsay Vaughn, Dieti-
cian at Kinsley’s Shoprite.  
 
For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
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Business Card Exchange at Bushkill Inn & Conference Center 

Holly Kearns of National Bank of PA - Sponsor 

Be A Santa To Seniors Participants at the  WIB Holiday Luncheon 

Michelle Pinnock Harper and Steven Harper - Sponsors 
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Welcome New Members 
 

The following new members are not listed in the 2012-2013 Membership Directory & Buyer’s Guide.  
Please be sure to add this page to your copy of the Directory.  

Pocono Dome, LLC 
Pat O'Connell 
141 Mackes Street, P.O. Box 333 
Sciota, PA  18354 
570.992.3663 
dome@sciota.com 
www.poconodome.com 
Sports-Health & Fitness Facility 
P. Metzgar 
 
Woodforest National Bank 
Sandra Bonisese 
355 Lincoln Avenue 
East Stroudsburg, PA  18301 
Inside Walmart's 
570.424.0478 
570.424.0514 
sbonisese@woodforest.com 
www.woodforest.com 
Banks-Financial Institutions 
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Executive Committee 
Elizabeth Koster - Chairman of the Board 
Chris Kurtz - First Vice Chairman 
Kathy Kuck - Treasurer 
Michael Katz -  Secretary 
John Holahan -  Assistant Secretary 
Chuck Niclaus - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Robert Phillips - President/CEO 
Patricia Metzgar - Vice President, Operations/Development 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
Georgia Strunk  - Office Assistant 

Board of Directors    
 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
552 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  
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Madeline Anderson 
Doug Atherton 
Michael Baxter 
James Becker 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Debi Cope 
Susan Corrigan 
Jere Dunkelberger 

Alex Grum 
Bob Hay 
Gary Hazen 
Scott Henry 
Rob Howell 
Brandon Igdalsky 
Tony Konn 
Kathy Mullins 
Joseph Murphy 
Doug Olmstead 
George Roberts 
Matthew Rumph 
Dr. Thomas Rushton 

Barbara G. Samet 
Conrad Schintz 
Tom Sforza 
Mathilda Sheptak 
William Skinner 
Paula Testa 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  
Carl Wilgus 
Theresa Yocum  
 


